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animals. Foot-rot begins as an infection between the toes and may affect all four feet. This disease is observed most commonly in the spring, summer and fall. It is seen more often in long periods of wet weather when the cows stand in mud or water much of the time. When several cows are affected with foot-rot at the same time, the owner may think it is a contagious disease. The presence of foot-rot usually means that the herd is not kept in very sanitary surroundings. A bull that is obliged to stand for weeks in a dark box-stall where the manure is permitted to accumulate might easily develop this trouble. The yard adjacent to the dairy barn might be in a very low place, where the water does not readily drain away. This would favor the occurrence of foot-rot. Mud and manure collects between the toes and sets up an inflammation which in turn may lead to breaks in the skin through which pus-producing germs enter. The infection then spreads and filters under the horny wall of the hoof. The tissues under the hoof of cows are abundantly supplied with blood-vessels and are very sensitive. It should be kept in mind always that the disease does not spread from one cow to another, but rather that each cow, being exposed to the same conditions, develops the infection from the same source. Foot-rot is said to be most common in the hind feet, but it may affect the front feet as well.
Symptoms
The affected animal becomes very lame. The ankle may be very much swollen and feel warm to the touch. The odor of a foot affected with rot is often very foul. On examination the tissue between the toes is likely to be decayed or rotten. If this is allowed to go untreated, the infection will spread and undermine the entire hoof. Cases have been reported in which the entire horny covering of the toe has sloughed off. A cow that is badly affected in one or more feet often goes off feed because it is painful to move.